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On August 8, 2012, United States District Judge Susan lliston entered judgment for Bartko Pavia
client Country Life and other defendants in connection with federal false advertising claims by Dr.
Bronner’s Magic Soap. Dr. Bronner’s alleged that Country Life's Desert Essence Organics personal
care products were falsely labeled as Organic because they did not comply with the organic food
standards of the National Organic Program or “consumer expectations.” After four years of
litigation and multiple rounds of motions to dismiss, the Court dismissed the Third Amended
Complaint as against all defendants based on the primary jurisdiction doctrine. The Court held
that the USDA had jurisdiction over the regulation of Organic personal care products. Accordingly,
Dr. Bronner'’s was barred from suing in federal court since the claims “would necessarily require
the Court to interpret and apply federal standards regarding what constitutes an ‘organic’
personal care product or ingredient.”

Ben Riley and Jayne Laiprasert represented Country Life.

RELATED SERVICES

Healthcare

Litigation

RELATED PROFESSIONALS

© 2025 BARTKO PAVIA LLP


https://www.bartkopavia.com/en/services/industries/healthcare
https://www.bartkopavia.com/en/services/practices/litigation
https://www.bartkopavia.com/
https://www.bartkopavia.com/

\
\)
A
BENJAMIN K. RILEY
Partner

e 415.9561900

© 2025 BARTKO PAVIA LLP


https://www.bartkopavia.com/en/professionals/benjamin-k-riley
https://www.bartkopavia.com/en/professionals/benjamin-k-riley
tel:415.956.1900

